


MODULE 4: CRAFT FUTURES
Unit 2: Intellectual Property

Outline of Intellectual Property rights for the multidimensional craft entrepreneur.





This unit will provide an outline 
and explanation of Intellectual 
Property rights in general and 
when utilizing digital making 
technologies to produce craft 
objects. IMAGE: WIPO



Unit 2: INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY 
presentation outline
• Part 1: Introduction

• Part 2: International Intellectual Property perspectives – World Intellectual
Property Organisation (WIPO) 

• Part 3: EU Intellectual Property perspectives – EU Intellectual Property 
Organisation (EUIPO)

• Part 4: Intellectual property and digital production



Part 1: Introduction

Creations of the human mind 
are protected by a wide body of 
law knowns as Intellectual 
Property (IP) including 
Copyright and Industrial 
Property legislation. 

IP rights protect the interests of 
innovators and creators by 
giving them rights over their 
creations.



Intellectual Property (IP)

The importance of protecting IP was first recognized in the Paris 

Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property (1883) and the Berne 

Convention for the Protection of Literary and Artistic Works (1886) 

Both treaties are administered by the World Intellectual Property 

Organisation (WIPO).



Summary of the Paris Convention for the 
Protection of Industrial Property (1883)

The Paris Convention applies to industrial property in the widest sense, 
including patents, trademarks, industrial designs, utility models (a kind of 
"small-scale patent" provided for by the laws of some countries), service 
marks, trade names (designations under which an industrial or commercial 
activity is carried out), geographical indications (indications of source and 
appellations of origin) and the repression of unfair competition.

More information at: 
(https://www.wipo.int/treaties/en/ip/paris/summary_paris.html)



Summary of the Berne Convention for the 
Protection of Literary and Artistic Works (1886)

The Berne Convention deals with the protection of works and the rights of 
their authors. It is based on three basic principles; Principle of equal national 
treatment, Principle of automatic protection and Principle of independence 
of protection.

Protection must include every production in the literary, scientific and 
artistic domain, whatever the mode or form of its expression.  

The Berne Convention, concluded in 1886, was amended in 1979.

Amendments, exceptions and revisions: 
(https://www.keionline.org/copyright/berne-convention-exceptions-
revisions)

More information at: 
(https://www.wipo.int/treaties/en/ip/berne/summary_berne.html)



Intellectual Property (IP) covers

• literary, artistic and scientific works;

• performances of performing artists, phonograms and broadcasts;

• inventions in all fields of human endeavor;

• scientific discoveries;

• industrial designs;

• trademarks, service marks, and commercial names and designations;

• protection against unfair competition; and

• all other rights resulting from intellectual activity in the industrial, 
scientific, literary or artistic fields.



Part 1. International 
Intellectual Property perspectives

Worldwide Copyright and Industrial Property for the

Multidimensional Craft Entrepreneur

Information collected from World Intellectual Property  Organisation (WIPO) publications



World Intellectual Property 
Organisation (WIPO)

Photo:WIPO



What is WIPO?

WIPO is the global forum for intellectual property (IP) services, policy, information and 
cooperation. WIPO is a self-funding agency of the United Nations, with 193 member states.

The mission is to lead the development of a balanced and effective international IP system 
that enables innovation and creativity for the benefit of all. WIPO mandate, governing 
bodies and procedures are set out in the WIPO Convention, which established WIPO in 
1967.

WIPO manages IP systems, most notably the Hague and Madrid systems, provides services, 
publications, learning resources, information and other IP related content.

See video X

More information at (https://www.wipo.int/about-wipo/en/)



WIPO Adopts Open Access Policy for its 
Publications

As the world reference source for intellectual property-related 
information, WIPO houses extensive collections of publications 
that include studies, reports, guides, and other learning 
resources. The Open Access policy will facilitate access for policy-
makers, researchers, practitioners and anyone else seeking to 
use and build upon these resources.

Geneva, November 16, 2016
PR/2016/801



IP, according to WIPO, is usually divided into 
Copyright and Industrial Property

COPYRIGHT

Mainly literary or artistic work 
also protected by the related 
rights: 

Economic Rights

Moral Rights

“Understanding Copyright and 
related rights” (WIPO 909-2016)

INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY*8

Mainly inventions also protected
by the related rights:

Geographical Indications*9

Industrial Design*10

Patents*11

Trade Marks*12

”Understanding Industrial Property 
and related rights” (WIPO 895-
2016)



COPYRIGHT includes: 
Economic rights and moral rights

• The economic rights protect the author's economic interests 
and allow the author to earn a profit by direct or indirect 
exploitation of a work. 

• The moral rights protect the creator's creative integrity and 
reputation as expressed through a work.



Copyright

• Copyright (or author’s right) is a legal term used to describe the rights that creators have 
over their literary and artistic works. Works covered by copyright range from books, 
music, paintings, sculpture, and films, to computer programs, databases, advertisements, 
maps, and technical drawings.

• Copyright law aims to balance the interests of those who create content, with the public 
interest in having the widest possible access to that content. No registration is needed for 
Copyright protection.

• The WIPO Copyright Treaty (WCT) deals with the protection of works and the rights of their 
authors in the digital environment: computer programs, whatever the mode or form of 
their expression; and compilations of data or other material ("databases").



WIPO Copyright 
Treaty

The WIPO Copyright Treaty (WCT) 
is a special agreement under the 
Berne Convention that deals with 
the protection of works and the 
rights of their authors. Any 
Contracting Party (even if it is not 
bound by the Berne Convention) 
must comply with the substantive 
provisions of the 1971 (Paris) Act 
of the Berne Convention for the 
Protection of Literary and Artistic 
Works (1886).



INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY includes:

Industrial Design: An industrial design may consist of 3D features, 
such as the shape of an article, or 2D features, such as patterns, 
lines or color. In a legal sense, an industrial design constitutes the 
ornamental aspect of an article. Industrial designs must have 
substantial qualities of novelty and/or originality. An industrial design 
must be registered otherwise it will not be protected. 

Patents: A patent is an exclusive right granted for an invention, 
which is a product or a process that provides, in general, a new way 
of doing something, or offers a new technical solution to a problem. 
To get a patent, technical information about the invention must be 
disclosed to the public in a patent application.



INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY also includes:

Trade marks:A trademark is a sign capable of distinguishing the 
goods or services of one enterprise from those of other enterprises. 
Trademarks are protected by intellectual property rights. Trademark 
protection can be obtained through registration.

Geographical Indications: A sign used on products that have a 
specific geographical origin and possess qualities or a reputation that 
are due to that origin. Geographical indications are protected in 
different countries and regional systems through a wide variety of 
approaches. These approaches have been developed in accordance 
with different legal traditions and within a framework of individual 
historical and economic conditions.



WIPO Hague-
Industrial Design IP

The Hague System for the 
International Registration of 
Industrial Designs provides 
a business solution for 
registering up to 100 
designs in 74 contracting 
parties covering 91 
countries through the filing 
of a single international 
application. See video X



WIPO Madrid-
Trademark IP

The Madrid System is a 
solution for registering and 
managing trademarks 
worldwide. File a single 
application and pay one set 
of fees to apply for 
protection in up to 124 
countries. See video X



WIPO for Creators
-a public/private partnership

WIPO for Creators aims to raise 
awareness and increase 
knowledge of creators’ rights and 
related management practices, 
ensuring recognition and fair 
reward for all creators regardless 
of their geographical, cultural or 
economic conditions.

https://www.wipo.int/wipoforcreators/en/

Creators platform: 
https://www.wipo.int/export/sites/www/wi
poforcreators/en/pdf/introduction_creator
s_platform.pdf



WIPO Proof –
Trusted Digital 
Evidence

WIPO PROOF is a digital 
business service that 
provides a date- and time-
stamped digital fingerprint 
of any file, proving its 
existence at a specific point 
in time. See video X

Image: WIPO



Country Profiles
These profiles provide quick 
access to the information for 
each country in multiple 
WIPO databases, both WIPO 
members and non-members. 

https://www.wipo.int/directory/en/



Part 2. EU Intellectual
Property perspectives

Community Design and Trade Mark for the

Multidimensional Craft Entrepreneur

Information collected from European Union intellectual Property Office (Euipo)



Intellectual Property in the EU



European Union Intellectual Property 
Office (EUIPO)

• EUIPO is the European Union Intellectual Property Office 
responsible for managing the EU trade mark and the registered 
Community design. EUIPO also work with the IP offices of the EU 
Member States and international partners to offer a similar 
registration experience for trade marks and designs across 
Europe and the world



EU Community Design Protection

For Community design protection, a design must be new and 
have an individual character. A design must also be a product.
There are two kinds of Community designs:

Registered Community design; and

Unregistered Community design.



EU Registered Community Design (RCD)

A registered Community design gives a right to stop anybody else using the 
registered design irrespective of whether they copied it. A registered 
Community design gives its proprietor the exclusive right in the European 
Union to make, use, sell, import and export any product embodying the 
design for up to 25 years. These rights extend to similar designs which do 
not produce a substantially different impression on the informed user.

Route to registration https://euipo.europa.eu/ohimportal/en/rcd-route-to-
registration

See also video x https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_erVRpvf7zQ&t=11s



EU Unregistered Community Design (UCD)

The design must be known at least by the interested circles of the 
sector concerned within the European Union and the date of 
disclosure must be certain.

UCD is valid for three years.

The difficulty of proving the date and scope of disclosure should 
not be underestimated. It is inherent in the UCD system, which is 
otherwise an easy form of protection to achieve.



EU Trade mark

Trade marks are signs used in trade to identify products.

Your trade mark is the symbol your customers use to pick you 
out. You can protect and build upon your trade mark if you 
register it.

In some countries, you can also get protection even if your trade 
mark is not registered, as long as it is used. However, you are well 
advised to register it in order to obtain the best protection.

The only condition imposed on a registered trade mark is that it 
must be clearly defined.



EU Trade mark definitions and levels

EU Trade mark can be defined as being a; Word mark, Figurative 
work, Figurative work containg word elements, Shape mark, 
Colour (single) mark, Colour (combination) mark, Sound mark, 
Motion mark, Multimedia mark or Hologram mark.

Trade mark can be registered on National level (Nationel EU IP 
offices, Regional level (Benelux , BOIP office), EU wide (via EUIPO), 
International level (via WIPO)

An EU Trade mark is valid for 10 years and can be renewed
indefinitely. 



EU policy on Culture and Media

• Cultural and creative industries: The Commission helps these 
sectors maximise their economic potential by unlocking finance, 
supporting networks and gathering evidence and information.

• Culture sector support: The Commission protects Europe's 
cultural heritage through promoting cooperation and putting in 
place measures to curb the trafficking of cultural goods.

• Audiovisual sector support: The Commission works to 
increase media literacy in Europe and support the digital 
distribution of European audiovisual works.



Part 4. Intellectual property
and digital production



Creative and digital

Digital technologies have 
radically changed the way 
creative content is 
produced, distributed and 
accessed. Copyright ensures 
that authors, composers, 
artists, film makers and 
other creators receive 
recognition, payment and 
protection for their works. It 
rewards creativity and 
stimulates investment in 
the creative sector.

Photo: Daniel Josef on Unsplash



Protect your IP

The digital paradigm 
generates vast amounts of 
valuable intellectual outputs 
in the form of digital files –
from creative works to 
research results to data 
training sets for artificial 
intelligence.

Creative digital production 
files can easily fall prey to 
misuse or misappropriation.

Image: WIPO



EU priority

A Europe fit for the digital age is one of six Commision priorities 
aiming at making digital technology transformation work for 
people and businesses. 

The Commission is determined to make this Europe's “Digital 
Decade”. Europe must now strengthen its digital sovereignty and 
set standards, rather than following those of others.

EU policy looks to meet common challenges such as the digital 
shift and how to encourage innovation in the cultural sector.



WIPO Internet 
Treaty
The field of copyright and related 
rights has expanded enormously 
with the technological progress of 
the last several decades, which 
has brought new ways of 
spreading creations and raises 
new questions concerning 
copyright.

WIPO administers the WIPO 
Copyright Treaty and WIPO 
Performances and Phonogram 
Treaty (known together as the 
"Internet Treaties"), which set down 
international norms aimed at 
preventing unauthorized access to 
and use of creative works on the 
Internet or other digital networks.

all-free-download.com



WIPO Internet 
Treaty

The field of copyright and related rights has 
expanded enormously with the 
technological progress of the last several 
decades, which has brought new ways of 
spreading creations and raises new 
questions concerning copyright.

WIPO administers the WIPO Copyright 
Treaty and WIPO Performances and 
Phonogram Treaty (known together as the 
"Internet Treaties"), which set down 
international norms aimed at preventing 
unauthorized access to and use of creative 
works on the Internet or other digital 
networks.



WIPO PROOF

WIPO PROOF is a digital business service 
that provides a digital fingerprint of any 
file, proving its existence at a specific point 
in time. It is specifically designed for our 
increasingly digital world where 
innovation and creativity are enabled by 
technology, big data and global 
collaboration.

WIPO PROOF SERVICES AND PRICING

(In Swiss franc)

https://wipoproof.wipo.int/wdts/services-
pricing.xhtml

Image: WIPO

https://wipoproof.wipo.int/wdts/services-pricing.xhtml


EUIPO Free personaliseda IP support 
– a three step process

Fill out and submit the form

EUIPO analyses the 
information

Your case is matched with the 
best suitable solution


